The Royal Observatory of Belgium is one of the partners in a new scientific project that will start very soon (Spring 2007). This project, named <Solar-Terrestrial Centre of Excellence> aims at the creation of a knowledge center and the valorization of research results in the research area of the Sun-Earth relationships. Therefore we are looking to strengthen our current team with a 

an engineer 
dealing with real time GNSS applications

Description of the function 
The candidate shall collaborate closely with our research teams in the Section “Time, Earth Rotation, and Space Geodesy”. He/she must be ready to study in depth all aspects of GNSS receivers, , atomic clocks and real time communication, with the goal to support precise positioning, precise timing, time transfer, and Space Weather forecasting and nowcasting. 

We expect that the candidate acquires the necessary expertise to manage a network of permanent GNSS receivers dedicated to real time high accuracy applications in response to evolving user needs and to the availability of new satellite signals. 

The candidate must be willing to travel occasionally (short duration travels). 

This job will be filled in as a full-time, contractual position, based at the Royal Observatory of Belgium. The salary is fixed in accordance with the official Belgian public employee pay scale, based on the diploma and the length of service recognized in a similar function. 

Required skills
· Engineer degree / university level

· knowledge in electronics and/or telecommunication

· being able to communicate fluently in English, orally as well as written, in order to participate in international scientific meetings and discussions. 

· teamwork 

· expertise in scientific programming

Specific expertise in any or more of the following fields is a bonus: 

· knowledge of French or Dutch (oral and written) 

· knowledge about high precision GNSS positioning and/or timing 

More information about this vacancy and the project can be obtained from Pascale Defraigne (F) and Carine Bruyninx (Nl), Project leaders, by mail p.defraigne@oma.be and c.bruyninx@oma.be.
Applications 
Applicants should send a complete CV, including possibly a list of publications, together with their letter of motivation, to Royal Observatory of Belgium, att. Sophie Raynal, Avenue Circulaire 3, 1180 Brussels, or by e-mail to s.raynal@oma.be, before September 21, 2007. 

